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Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 17th, 2021 
 
 

Present via Zoom: Howard Widelitz, Diane Munroe, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Liv Herdman, 
Richard Hopkins, Ross Conrad, Steve Maier, Van Barth 

 
Guests: John Barstow 

 
Absent: Lisa Bernardin 
 
Meeting started at 9:03 a.m. 

 
Review and Approval of Previous Minutes:  
Ross motioned to approve February’s minutes as written, Diane seconded and all approved. 
 
Anaerobic Digester: 
Howard said that he did not attend the recent Infrastructure Committee meeting since Dan 
Werner believed it would be premature considering the uncertainty in the design of a new 
WWTP. Howard feels there is some truth in Dan’s comments but would still like to explore 
possible options for the WWTP. The gas captured by a digester could either be burned to 
generate electricity or for heat. If it is converted into electricity, it would cut into the Town’s 
net metering allocation. Yet if it is used for heating, there will be wasted gas during warmer 
months. 
 
Ross disagrees with Dan’s evaluation and argued that it is still worthwhile to keep 
investigating potential options even if there is uncertainty in the WWTP design plans. Ross 
said it would be helpful for VGS to evaluate how much gas and electricity could come out of a 
digester project. Is there a possibility using the gas for both electric generation and heating? 
This info could be helpful to have during the construction process. Ross said that the MEC just 
needs the go ahead from Kathleen Ramsey and Dan Werner for VGS to front the cost for these 
calculations. 
 
Steve asked about the specifics of Dan Werner’s points. Van said that Dan’s email mentioned 
it would be a minimum of four years before a digester could be operational. Van said that this 
is four years the Town could be involved in a net metering project. Ross said it is important to 
go forward with the evaluation so that there is information that could be used to plan out the 
new plan. Steve mentioned that if the evaluation is completed quickly, then the MEC could 
write recommendations for the Town’s net metering strategy. Howard brought up that there 
are other options outside of a digester that could be considered such as installing solar panels 
on the Memorial Sports Center roof. Ross agreed, and said we should get going on the 
evaluation and then keep searching beyond the digester. Howard will reach out to Kathleen 
and Dan. Lindsey wanted to ensure that Heather Seeley and the Infrastructure Committee are 
kept in the loop on this project. 
 
Projects to Consider Funding: 
Howard laid out that the MEC has approximately $30,000 available and will receive an 
additional $10,000 in next year’s budget. He asked if there were project ideas people would 
like to pursue. He suggested looking at electric vehicle charging stations. Ross mentioned that 
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an electric line might need to be run out to the biodiesel tank and a meter attached but that 
would cost around a thousand dollars. Diane brought up small community projects such as 
bike racks. Howard will ask Kathleen if MEC funds can be used for projects such as those. 
Steve said that it is important to consider which type of chargers the MEC would look into 
since they have varying charging times. Ross said that type 3 chargers are the quickest but 
are hard on the batteries. Howard noted that the Town does not hold onto vehicles for very 
long so battery wear down might not be a major concern. He added that we could start 
looking into costs associated with small community projects. John said that small projects 
like bike racks can help raise awareness for what we do as a committee and town.  
 
Electric Vehicle and Equipment Purchases: 
Howard said the Town is now forwarding the MEC a lot of information when they get bids for 
vehicles and equipment. The MEC was recently forwarded a bid for a Class 3 truck and Diane 
researched possibilities. Diane said that there were a lot of requirements for these vehicles 
including a snow plow and four wheel drive. She reached out to about eight different vendors 
and she put Bill Kernan in touch with the promising companies. Steve said it would be helpful 
to learn about Diane’s process to searching through bids and see if it could be applied 
elsewhere. John said he would share this with Middlebury College since their Energy 2028 plan 
does not have an emphasis on electric vehicles. Richard said that he is going to speak with 
Luther Tenny soon about his experiences at the College and some promising developments 
with electric mowing. Lindsey mentioned that the Police Department finally has one of their 
hybrid cruisers on the road. 
 
Howard asked if the MEC wants to have a more formal process going forward. In the future 
there may be more proposals for electric equipment and it could be too much for one person 
to handle. Ross suggested that an ad hoc committee could be formed for this. Steve agreed 
and said that he would support using MEC funds to incentivize departments to switch to 
electric equipment and vehicles. He said that once a department buys their first electric 
version they would not go back to conventional versions. Howard said it would make sense to 
collect a list of organizations and companies that work on electric vehicles and equipment so 
that the MEC will be aware of new developments. 
 
Hydro-Quebec Discussion: 
Howard said that there is an important ethical component to what the MEC does and it is 
worth considering the ethics of electrical power coming from Hydro-Quebec. Richard asked 
how, if the Town decides it does not want to receive power from HQ, it would go about 
getting clean energy locally. Howard brought up that Bill McKibben has emphasized locally 
generated electricity. Richard asked if Ross could clarify the situation with Hydro-Quebec. 
 
Ross tried to summarize the Hydro-Quebec (HQ) situation for the committee. Hydro-Quebec 
first started building dams in the 1950s. Beginning in 1973, following more than a century of 
setbacks, the Supreme Court of Canada recognized through a series of historic rulings, the 
Ancestral Rights and the value of signed treaties the indigenous people had with France and 
England. This led the Canadian Government to enshrine native rights in the Constitution of 
1982. From that point on, however, Québec was the only province to refuse this outcome and 
the changes it involved. Québec’s Government challenged the validity of historic treaties and 
the existence of Ancestral Rights in court. In 1996, the Supreme Court of Canada overturned 
Québec’s ill-founded position. 
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During the time leading up to the 1996 decision, the province of Quebec which owns HQ, 
continued to build dams and flood thousands of acres of indigenous land. Since the 1996 
decision, HQ has signed agreements with the indigenous tribes upon whose lands their 
projects are built. However, despite the courts requirement that they do so, HQ has failed to 
reach any agreements for the dams built on the lands of the Five First Nations people of 
Pessamit (Innu), Wemotaci (Atikamekw), Pikogan, Lac Simon and Kitcisakik (Anishnabeg) 
tribes prior to 1996. During the pre-1996 years the only negotiated agreements for hydro 
developments were signed with the Cree people whose land rights were codified hundreds of 
years earlier by the King of England. As a result, 33 hydroelectric plants, numerous reservoirs 
and transmission lines were implanted on Five Nation territories in the 20th century, without 
impact studies, without indigenous consent and without compensation. This state-run 
endeavor now provides for 36% of Hydro-Québec’s installed capacity illegally acquired at 
native expense. 
 
The Five Nation Tribes have been working for over 40 years to negotiate a settlement but HQ 
and the province of Quebec have not negotiated in good faith and continue to fail to reach an 
agreement. Meanwhile the people of the Five Nation Tribes are slowly being destroyed by the 
extreme levels of unemployment and poverty, lack of adequate health care, rampant 
substance abuse, suicide, etc., that exists where they live. Ross is working with Middlebury’s 
legislative delegation to get a bill drafted that will require the state of Vermont to stop 
purchasing addition power from HQ and slowly start to decrease the amounts of power the 
state currently is contracted for, unless HQ reaches a negotiated agreement with the Five 
Nation tribes. 
 
Howard asked Ross where he learned all this backstory about HQ and Ross said he has been 
speaking to a lawyer who is doing pro-bono work to help the Five Nations. John commented 
that there is no fix to this situation only restitution. Lindsey said that this should be shared 
with the SURJ group. John asked if there were any prohibitions against the MEC doing 
advocacy work. Ross said he has been doing this as an individual but Lindsey said the MEC 
could put out a statement. 
 
Document Repository: 
Van has been adding materials to the MEC Google drive but needs more before he can start 
organizing the drive into folders. He asked Steve if there was a finalized version of the 
Revolving Loan Fund that he could upload on there. Howard said that he has been collecting 
documents and will upload them on to the drive soon. 
 
Comprehensive Energy Plan: 
Howard said he has started working on this and next month the MEC should discuss it more. 
Lindsey and John were both interested in working on this. Richard mentioned that the 
Vermont Climate Council is working on a statewide greenhouse gas plan and the Department 
of Public Service is working on a comprehensive energy plan. Additionally, CEAC is starting a 
climate action plan for all of Addison County that will be completed later this year. John and 
Richard both emphasized the importance of a comprehensive plan. Howard will send out an 
email seeing who is interested in participating. 
 
Other Updates: 
Ross has been nudging Public Works to set up the biodiesel tank. 
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Liv and Van have terms expiring in April. Beth Dow has reached out to both of them and they 
will have a decision made by the next MEC meeting. Howard said that positions within the 
Committee will be decided at the next meeting. 


